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CHAPTERS ON THE DRAMA. 
By R. W. T. B. 
MACBETH AND ITS REPRESENTATIVES. 

“Tf Hamlet is the most sublime, and Lear 
the most pathetic of all tragedies,” says 
George Daniel, we quote from memory, 
“the distinction of being the grandest effort 
of human genius belongs to Macbeth.” 
The two characters of the ambitious Thane 
and his wife, are indeed masterpieces of 
conception, and prodigious strength and 
genius are exerted in the sublime develop- 
ment of the characters. 

With the exception of Othello, probably 
Macbeth is the greatest of acting tragedies. 
There is no scene in Hamlet or Lear so 
terribly exciting as that in which the mur- 
der of Duncan takes place ; and no remorse 
in the world is depicted with such harrow- 
ing power as Macbeth’s. But though in 
representation we prefer Macbeth to Ham- 
let, there are depths of thought in the latter 
which have no parallel in history. 

Awful and wonderful is the power of 
Shakspere in penetrating the depths of pas- 
sion, and mysterious the genius which con- 
tinually seems to touch the very verge of 
spiritual revelation, such as no other mortal 
without a supernatural aid ever attained. 

The character of Macbeth is worked out 
with amazing intellectual force, and with 
a metaphysical sagacity which practically 
surpasses that of any philosopher from Plato 
downwards. Few actors can discriminate 
all the fine shades which the master hand of 
the immortal author distributes with such 
consummate skill; and despite the indis- 
putable and powerful talent of the test 
actor now alive—alas! ere this article ap- 





pears he will have quitted the stage for ever 
—Macready has never satisfied us in Mac- 
beth. It is not that his conception is defi- 
cient in poetry and phychological suggestion, 
but it is too feeble for the stern warrior, who 
though he displays irresolution, has “the 
Numean lion’s nerve.” Conceding to Mr. 
Macready genius—and if originality be the 
touchstone we will not withhold the meed 
thereof—he has not sufficient massiveness, 
passion, and imagination to reach the great- 
est altitudes of histrionic art. But there 
are in his Macbeth some fine touches which 
only an actor of rare ability can reach. The 
murder scene, and the “ fight with fate”— 
to quote Mr. W. J. Fox, “could hardly be 
surpassed, and in these two portions he is 
superior to the actor who is now our best 
Macbeth on the stage—Mr. Henry Betty.” 
We cannot refrain from reiterating our 
praise to this artistical tragedian for the well 


studied, impassioned, and finished style of 


performance we have seen him display in 
this arduous part. It has great intelligence 
and fire. 

The other tragedians we have seen in 
Macbeth want the supernatural element al- 
together, and are vastly inferior to both 
these actors. Mr. Phelps is not seen to 
greatest advantage in Shakspere—though 
he is for the most part judicious, if not cor- 
rect—and his Macbeth we do not admire. 
It lacks grandeur,’ majesty, and power. 
We believe his Macduff is far finer. Mr. 
Cowle is more than respectable in Macbeth 
—occasionally he is fine, but his perform- 
ance is unequal. 

Scott and Forrest made Macbeth a vulgar 
assassin, Grattan, Dawson, Graham, and 
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others, whom we have seen attempt the 
character, never reached anything above 
mediocrity. Edmund Kean, however, was 
great throughout in it, and others of high 
talent have failed; so a moderate success 
in such a part evinces a moderate degree of 
merit. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





HAYMARKET. 


Mr. James Wallack’s first appearance 
here this season. after a severe illness, took 
place on Monday, the character selected 
by him upon this occasion was Don Cesar 
De Bazan, a part entirely his own. We 
never saw Mr. Wallack play the part more 
carefully and effectively than on last Mon- 
day ; every point in the sparkling dialogue 
was given by him with fine artistic inten- 
tion, and the whole performance was marked 
by a freshness and vigour that we certainly 


did not expect after his long and severe | 


indisposition. He was warmly welcomed 
on his first entrance, and was called before 
the curtain at the conclusion of the drama 
by a respectable but not over numerous 
audience. On Saturday night Mr. J. W. 
Wallack, nephew of the above talented per- 
former, made his first appearance here in 
the character of Othello. His figure is tall, 
without being awkwardly so, his carriage 
easy, his action unconstrained and impres- 
sive; his voice is peculiarly rich, full, and 
capable of great variety of tone and power, 
according to the passion to be expressed. 
With such qualifications it would be strange 
if Mr. Wallack should fail as an actor ; but 
it is in his marked intelligence, in the 
mental power which he seems to possess, 
that the great secret of his success will be 
found. In the first and second acts he pru- 
dently abstained from attempting to take 
the audience by storm. Othello’s speech 
to the senate was given as it should be, 
sensibly and modestly. It was in the third 
act, when writhing under the first agonies 
of jealousy, that he exhibited powers of no 
common order. His pourtrayal of the con- 
flicting emotions and passions that rage in 
his soul was: admirable. As the play pro- 
ceeded the applause became more enthu- 


siastic, and the young tragedian, cheered 





by the encouragement he received, exerted 
himself so well that the curtain fell amidst 
a tempest of applause, which continued 
until he appeared to receive the congratula- 
tions of the audience upon his triumphant 
success. Mr. James Wallack, the uncle of 
the debutant, played tage ‘with the soldierly 
bluntness and apparent honesty, which gives 
an originality to his portrait of the villain. 
Miss Addison, who has re-appeared on the 
Haymarket boards, played Emilia with 
great spirit. Miss Reynolds was an inter- 
esting Desdemona. The house was crowded. 


PRINCESS’. 


A new comedy, by Mr. Bourcicault was 
produced here on Thursday last; great 
| were the anticipations of the play-going 
| public, and their wishes were fully gratified, 
| the result of the comedy being perfectly 
, successful. The merits of the piece con- 
| sist in sprightly easy dialogue, and a feli- 
| citous apposition of characters; these, how- 
ever, are not remarkable for originality. 
Mr. Charles Kean gave to a part which we 
felt was not a natural one, all the strength 
and completeness of which it was suscep- 
tible. Nothing could be more refined and 
truthful than Mrs. Kean’s delineation of 
the capricious beauty, who, spoiled, like 
Julia in The Hunchback, by the follies of 
the town, at last, by the mere force of 
womanly instinct and affection breaks the 
spell which fashion had laid upon her, and 
dares to think and act like a true loving and 
generous woman. Mr. Nettletop is the most 
amusing part in the piece, it was excellently 
played by Mr. Keeley, who, for once, step- 
ped out of his usual role of stout little gen- 
tlemen not over brave, nor remarkably wise, 
and ‘came out ’with a new stock of spirit in 
the mettlesome old bachelor. Mr, Harley 
played a small character part of Mopus, 
remarkably well; and Mr. Wigan’s Lord 
Miniver, was the perfect realisation of the 
essenced coxcomb. Mrs. Keeley, in a part 
peculiarly adapted for her—that of a sharp, 
saucy, and adroit waiting maid—was one 
of the chief props of the piece. 

Of the stage accessories, nothing can be 
more perfect. The costumes are unequalled 
in variety, beauty, and choice taste. The 





hawthorn maze in the midst of the old- 
fashioned garden, through whose intricate 
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windings we see the characters moving, is 
one of the most effective and perfectly made 
out scenes that we ever remember seeing on 
the stage, The applause at the end of the 
piece, was unanimously enthusiastic ; and 
did not subside until the curtain rose again 
upon the assembled performers; after 
which there was a hearty call for the author, 
who was led on the stage by Mr. Charles 
Kean to acknowledge the compliment, 





ASTLEY’S. 


Joan of Arc continues successful, This 
piece is placed on the stage in a manner 
only attainable at this house, from. the yast 
resources of mechanical aid, extensive stage 
room, and equestrian addition here alone 
exhibited. From the brief historical history 
given in the piece, there might have been 
added an enlivening under-plot to have re- 
lieved this heavy drama—the intensity of 
feeling being manifest in the audience for 
poor Joan’s vicissitudes and fate. The 
Joan of Are of Mrs. Moreton Brookes is 
natural and effective. In the arena, Miss 
Wells, a mere child, gave a beautiful act of 
horsemanship, as the Daughter of the Regi- 
ment. We never remember seeing a child 
so daring and so clever of her juvenile 
years; we think she ought to be indulged 
with two or three rests during her per- 
formance, more particularly as the adult 
ladies are allowed this privilege. Mr. C. 
Adams gave the act of Shaw, the Life 
Guardsman, with his usual ability and de- 
lineation. A highly-trained steed was in- 
troduced, who went through evolutions and 
dances at the word of command, without 
jesture of his master or use of whip ; its 
performance was truly wonderful, and we 
earnestly recommend our country visitors 
not to lose the opportunity of a call at this 
favourite and fashionable place of amuse- 
ment. The two highly popular farces of 
Jonathan, and The Weaver of Lyons, (both 
the productions of ‘James Barber, Esqr.) 
have been revived’ within ‘the last fortnight, 
and excited roars of laughter and applause. 
Mr. Tom Barry took his benefit on Mon- 
day, last. 


CITY. 
Mr. Linton, of the Theatre Royal Aber- 
deen, made his debut before a metropolitan 


public on Friday last, at this establishment, 
and from what we saw of him in the some- 
what singular character he selected for his 
first appearance, we are inclined to think 
he will be of much service in a London 
company. Before giving any definite 
opinion of his abilities, we are desirous of 
witnessing in a part somewhat differing 
from Jacque’s Strop in Robert Macaire. He 
was much applauded, and ably assisted by 
Mr. E, F. Saville, and Mrs. Hugh Camp- 
bell, 


STANDARD. 


The new nautical drama is running a very 
successful career, and the spirited acting of 
Mr. John Douglass receives, as it merits to 
do, the uprorious plaudits of the crowded 
audience. A new drama was to have been 
produced a few nights back, but hitherto 
we have not been able to witness its per- 
formance. We hear that arrangements are 
being made to keep this elegant theatre open 
during the whole of the ensuing summer, 
for the purpose of presenting an unusual 
array of striking entertainments. 


QUEEN’S 


A new drama, entitled The Protestant 
Martyr, has been underlined in the bills of 
this establishment for the past three weeks, 
but has now disappeared. The Lord Cham- 
berlain refusing, in positive terms, to 
sanction any such production. We must 
confess, it was not with regret that we 
heard of this circumstance, the stage being 
by no means the place (at least, according 
to our notions) where any description of 
religious bigotry should be tolerated, much 
less encouraged. This little house has been 
very well attended since our last notice, and 
the general run of the entertainments pro- 
vided, has proved highly satisfactory. 


BRITANNIA SALOON. 


Since our last notice of the performances 
here, several pieces have been brought for- 
ward by the indefatigable lessee. They 
have consisted of The Warning Dream, \a 
praiseworthy quiet melo-drama; the Maid 
of Arrogan, a very pleasing ballet; the 
Devil to Pay, a most laughable spirit-raising 
farce; the White Nun, another drama, 
possessing some merit, and the Spanish 
Page, an elegant vaudeville from the French, 
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Our readers will perceive from these that, 
during the past fortnight, there has been no 
lack of the novelties for which this theatre 
is so famed. The scenery in each of the 
above mentioned pieces has been executed 
in a most artistic manner, and fully deserves 
our main commendation. Mrs, Lane’s part 
in the first named drama, is one just suited 
to her, and right well does she play it, and 
as for her performance in the farce, as the 
Cobbler’s wife, the laughter caused by it 
made the walls shake again: it is, indeed, 
a “ righte merrie” entertainment. In the 
ballet, Mdlle, Celeste Stephan, by her ex- 
ceedingly talented, graceful, and vivacious 
style of dancing, has gained her many en- 
thusiastic admirers, the applause and encores 
she nightly gains is most vociferous, Most 
cordially do we award her our utmost ap- 
probation. Mr. W. Smith is likewise a 
very clever artiste, and great credit is due 
to him for the manner in which he executed 
the most difficult pas. Our space will not 
allow us to speak individually of the per- 
formers in the various pieces; it must 
suffice to say that, one and all they proved 
themselves to be thorough professionals. 
The house has been well attended. 


ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 


During the past week Mr. J. H. Pepper 
has been engaged in delivering his second 
lecture on the curious principle of fire. In 
the course of his lecture he entered at great 
length into an examination of ignition and 
combustion, and exhibited numerous bril- 
liant experiments descriptive of his subject. 
The lecture was attended by a numerous 
and highly respectable audience. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
A,.M.—What do you suppose Mr. Macready’s 
theatrical wardrobe was worth? What it 
might cost, and what it will sell for, is very 
different ; they were of the best quality—the 
Hamlet, Werner, Macbeth, King Lear, 
Othello, &c. dresses, no doubt cost him £30 
each, 
Jim.—Did Mr, C, Young ever play in Comedy ? 
Yes, in the School for Scandal, &c. 
OrestEs.—We consider.ourselves highly com- 
plimented by your note. We have taken much 
trouble to give every particular as to the 
benefit, the two speeches, the dinner, and 
the various characters Mr. Macready played. 
D. Hotmes will observe we have complied with 
his request. 
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F. YounG.—We were out of town when your 
note arrived, we were to our appointment. 
An AmATEUR.—There has not been any per- 
formance at the Clarance Theatre these 

three weeks, 

FeLix.—We answered the question before— 
certainly not. 

J. J.—Mr. H. Betty seldom plays in comedies, 
except at his benetits in the provinces, 

T. Wituiams.—Mr. J. Wallack was manager of 
Drury Lane when Elliston was the lessee. 
Musica.—M. W. Harrison came out at Covent 
Garden, during Macready’s Management, 

G, G. G.—The lines shall have insertion as soon 

as convenient, 
G. H.—We! really cannot answer the question 
as regards Miss Howard. 






















Be wage wk £6 
re, ae => 


Che heatvical Rowrnal, 


OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 





THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 1851. 


IS IT THE PROVINCE OF THE STAGE 
TO AMUSE OR INSTRUCT? 

I have been led to the consideration of 
this question by witnessing, one evening, 
lately, the disappointment experienced by a 
play-going friend of mine, who had just re- 
turned from the theatre, because there had 
been, as he termed it, “no fun.” I asked 
if that was all he went for, “‘ of course, said 
he, and when one goes there, one expects a 
lark.” 

That the public generally go to the 
theatre for amusement is a patent fact, 
‘known and read of all men,” but whether 
those places are discharging their legiti- 
mate functions in supplying the material 
for that amusement is another question 
which ought to be enquired into. 

If I mistake not, we are indebted to the 
Greeks for the institution of the Stage and 
the Drama, which last term, by the way, 
is from their language derived—the present 
word Drama being a descendant of ‘the 
Greek word “ Draos,” “ to do—to enact.” 

The purposes to which they then applied 
the stage were laudible—by its means they 
laid open and exposed the vices and immo- 
ralities of the age, by declaiming nothing 
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but the pure and chaste eminations of their | sense of the term? no, not one, and it be- 


poets and philosophers. As a medium of 
instruction and reproof, it stood high in 
their estimation, and those who were en- 
gaged upon its boards were held in hon- 
ourable repute. 

From them, originally, we have received 
it, and we cannot but deplore its degene-. 
racy, and the very limited moral power it 
now possesses, Alas! the high-toned 
morality, the unswerving principles, and 
honesty of purpose which emanated from it 
when in its infancy, have now given place 
to the clap-trap of melo-drama, the maudlin 
sentimentality of love plays, the laughter 
feeding farce, or the lascivious dance, 

These, in the majority of cases, are the 
usurpers of the stage, which have banished 
from its honoured boards that power for 
good which once it wielded ; and have de- 
graded it, in too many cases, from an in- 
stitution for moral reform into a hotbed of 
vice, and a house of corruption. Thanks 
to those who have preserved it in anything 
like its old form. 

But, it may be argued, have not the pro- 
prietors of these places.a right to do what 
they please with their own? To a certain 
extent, we answer, they have—but only so 
far as the morality and well-being of the 
community is untrenched upon. If the 
authorities of our land are made acquainted 
with a source of nuisance and injury to the 
publie, do not they repress it? And yet, in 
such places we have a moral taint and 
injury spreading ‘its devastating effluvia 
through the land, and producing effects 
which are palpably injurious, and yet remain 
unchecked, and all because men must do 
what they please with their own? 

Is there not a higher duty these men owe 
to their fellow-beings.and society? There 
certainly is, whether they acknowledge it or 
not? and it is no excuse for an individual 
who takes advantage of a great moral lever, 
and wields it wrongfully to say, “He has a 
right to do what he likes with his own.” 
If a person takes an instrument from the 
great world’s. bench, let hiya use it, and not 
abuse itor if he use it ‘not, let him not 
abuse it. 

Do'we receive wealth or talents exclu- 
sively for our own especial convenience ? 
Are ‘any of us independent, in the strict 





comes our bounden duty that we should not 
only cease from doing evil, but that we 
should be active in doing good. Our poor 
erring brother demands it, not to name any 
higher claim, and woe be to him who uses 
to a bad purpose such an institution as the 
one in question. We hold, therefore, that 
though the stage is eminently adapted for 
amusing, yet that is below its mission ; and 
knowing its potency for good, if used rightly, 
we consider it is calculated to be a reformer, 
and instructor. **Excezsior.” 





ANECDOTES OF THE STAGE, 
GARRICK’S FAREWELL SPEECH, 


After performing the last part he ever in- 
tended playing on any stage, our hero ad- 
vanced, and thus addressed the audience :— 
** Ladies and Gentlemen—lIt has been the 
custom with persons under my circumstances 


to address you ina farewell epilogue ; I had’ 


the same intention, and turned my thoughts 
that way; but, indeed, I found myself 
then as incapable of writing such an epilogue 
as I should be now of speaking it. The 
jingle of rhyme, and the language of fiction, 
would but ill suit my present feelings. 
This is to me avery awful moment ; it is 
no less than parting with those from whom 
I have received the greatest kindnesses and 
favours, and upon the spot where those 
favours have been enjoyed. (Here he was 
unable to proceed until relieved by a flood 
of tears.) Whatever may be the changes 
of my future life, 'the deep impression you 
have made here, (putting his hand upon his 
heart,).shall ever remain fixed and unalter- 
able. 

“*] will readily agree to my successors hav- 
ing more skill and abilities for their station 
than I have, but I defy them all to take 
more sincere, and uninterrupted pains to 
merit your favours, or ‘be more trtily'sen- 
sible of it than your most obedient humble 
servant.” 

Here he retired amidst the mingled tears 
and aeclamations of the most brilliant audi- 
ence that ever ‘met im any theatre in the 
kingdom. 

His society. was eagerly courted by all, 
more particularly the ‘literati. His pro- 
nounciation of the ‘English language was 
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held as a model of perfection; and the bar, 
the pulpit, and the senate all profited by 
his correctness ; though, it would appear, 
he was sometimes wrong, from the petition 
published by Dr. Hill, for the letter I a U 
complaining of the manner in which they 
were treated by that great actor, who always 
banished them from their proper stations by 
substituting the one for the other, as the 
word ungrateful, which he always pro- 
nounced ungruteful; and also the word 
virtue he would pronounce vurtue. This 
complaint was answered by Garrick with the 
following lines : 


**T will change my tune soon, and I hope for the better, 
May the right use of letters, as well as of men, 
Hereafter be fixed by the tongue and the pen; 

Most devoutly I wish they may both have their due, 
And that J ne’er may be mistaken for you ” 


PROVINCIAL. 
LEEDS. 

THe Princess's THEATRE.—MR, 1RA ALD- 
RIDGE.—The African Roscius made his first ap- 
pearance tor the present season on Monday 
night, and played Othello—an arduous character 
for a gentleman to essay, and one in every way 
well calculated to test the quality of a performer, 
When we say that Mr. Aldridge played the 
part excellently, we know the thought will rise 
in many minds—“Aye, very well—for a black.” 
The first time we witnessed his performance we 
were disposed to measure him by a different 
standard, and “ make allowance,” as the phrase 
goes, for his being ‘‘ only a negro ;” but he had 
not got over the first act before we discovered 
that the Caucasan race had not monopolised all 
the talent which the world owns, Black as he 
is, Negro that he is, Mr. Aldridge not only 
proved himself a gentleman and a scholar, a man 
of refined feelings and acute perception; but 
something more—he so admirably pourtrayed 
the various passions which agitate the human 
breast, and so chastely delivered himself of the 
sentiments set down by the immortal bard, as to 
stand out in bold relief from all the other 
actors. His address to the senators, in the first 
act, was finely delivered, and the last scene was 
admirable and effective. There was something 
touchingly true, too, in his pourtrayal of the 
physical and mental prostration, the crushed and 
broken hope and aspirations, of the once gallant 
and noble soldier, after the subtle poison of 
jealously had done its work. At the close of the 
play, Mr. Aldridge was called before the cur- 
tain, and briefly thanked the audience for their 
warm greetings. 


MANCHESTER. 
THEATRE Royaut.—A comic drama, entitled 
Cramond Brig, made its appearance on the 6th; 











the incidents and scenery are purely of Scottish 
descent, and was favourable accepted. Mr, 
Harrold pesonated the King of Scotland in good 
style. We anticipate this gentleman to possess 
the ingredients for a first-rate actor, which time 
alone will develope. Belphegor is stillin repute ; 
and, occasionally, La Tempest Ha! completing 
the finale of the well-selected and superior at- 
tractions that are nightly administered to the 
visitors of this dramatic abode. 


Queen’s THEATRE.—Mr. Able and his noble 
and sagacious quadruped, Hector, have been the 
sub-stais of the week, appearing in a variety of 
dramatic pieces, that place them in the first 
position in this species of entertainment. Mr. 
Chas, Dillon, through his representation of Bel- 
phegor, has attained a degree of popularity and 
reputation in Manchester, that not only estab- 
lishes his position here, but will be a pass port 
for him throughout the kingdom. This French 
drama stems the gale of popular favour to such 
an extent, that almost warrants us in saying that 
the town is becoming literally mountebank mad. 


Casino.—Mr. J. Plumpton, a bold, descrip- 
tive, aud fine tenor singor, has executed a series 
of Russell's Songs throughout the week, with 
such elegance, that justifies us in saying that 
the encomiums bestowed upon him by other 
contemporaries, were only “rendering unto 
Cesar the things. that are Cwsar’s.’ Mis, 
Emiley, the Misses* Fifes, and Mr. Vango, are 
also here, and in much esteem, 


On pit.—We apprehend shortly a distin- 
guished debut in the personage of a promising 
young amateur, yclept, Signior Elgardo Tollo- 
roro Huntini, with his celebrated Bronzhettiz. 
We are apprized that the programme of the n w 
pantomime will be replete with local hits, in 
which the grades of questionable professors, and 
travelling itinerants will be hit off in an un- 
enviable style. 


BIRMINGHAM THEATRE. — Belphegor con” 
menced here on Monday week, March 3rd, and 
met with applause, though played to thin houses 
during the week, Mr. Bennett’s Belphegor 
was a careful and natural display of talent; 
Miss Edwards as Madeline was excellent ; 
Merryman Ajax was played by Mr. Atkins in 
his usual drollery. Mr. Hall, as the Baron, was 
athome, Miss Laporte’s return is a great 
acquisition to the company, and her Aphrodite 
style is admirable. The Duke was personated 
by Mr. Glydon with his usual talent. Mr. Hall, 
the stage-manager, took his benefit on Friday, 
the 7th instant; the piece selected was, Speed 
the Plough, After Pat’s Vagaries, in which Mr. 
Hall sang tip-ta-la-ra-wack, and was greatly ap- 
plauded. The whole concluded with Ledgerde- 
main; or, The Conjurers Wife. Sirister, Mr. 
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Hall, his original character; the Conjurer’s 
Wife, Miss Edwards. 


BrisTot.—AMATEUR PERFORMANCES.—We 
understand that a company of amateurs of this 
city and Clifton have undertaken to play at our 
Theatre Royal for a night, in one of our sterling 
English comedies, and a popular farce, and that 
the performance will take place the first week 
in April. We also learn that Mr. Llewellyn, 
whose representation of Macbeth must live in the 
memories of our fellow-citizens, purposes, during 
the season, to undertake the part of Humlet. 





Tue THEATRE.—On Monday last, Sheridan’s 
famous old comedy of The School for Scandal was 
performed, the parts of Sir Peter Teazle and 
Lady Teazle being sustained by Mr. Ranger, of 
Bath, and his near and accomplished relative, 
Miss Marie Blanche Fane. A previous oppor- 
tunity of seeing Mr, Ranger in his own play of 
The Romantic Widow, had assured us of the 
fact that he is a gentlemanly and clever actor, 
but we must confess that it had not prepared us 
for so finished, graphic, and telling a piece of 
actIng as was his Sir l’eter Teazle. Miss Fane’s 
debut on our boards was of the most promising 
character. Her fignre is petite, perhaps some- 
what too much so for characters of the Lady 
Teazle school, but it is symmetrical, her face is 
beautiful and full of the most amiable expres- 
sion, her voice is musical,sher deportment lady- 
like and elegant, her manner vivacious, and, if 
her judgment may be tried by her reading and 
acting on Monday night, she combines in herself 
all the elements of that future success in life 
which we most sincerely wish her. 


CoLcHESTER.—The theatre we regret to hear, 
has not been so well attended as was anticipated : 
the return of Mr. Clarance to this establishment 
is anticipated. Lord Darnley has been revived. 


RicomMonD.—(SuRREY.)—The theatre is to 
let, the last speculation having proved to be one 
of an unfavourable description. 


NorwicH.—Business continues to be good, 
and the eutertainments varied and attractively 
placed upon the stage. Mr. F. Phillips has be- 
come a decided favourite, as we predicted he 
would, with the townsfolk, and his clever wife 
also deserves commendation. A great variety 
of novelties are promised, 


LeEeps.—PRINCcEss s—The season, it is stated, 
is lrawing towards its close : upon the whole, 
it has proved one of a highly satisfactory de- 
scliption. Amid its leading events may be 
mé ntioned the engagements of Messrs, Paumier 
an Ira Aldridge. The production of an ex- 
cellent new version of The Black Doctor, and 
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aided materially in producing the great success 
with which the season has been crowned, 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 











Mr. Macreapy, has in the most friendly 
and complimentary manner, presented Mr, 
Phelps with the dress he wore in the charac- 
ter of Curdinal Richelieu. 


ApvELPH!I.—A new domestic drama has been 
read by Mr. Webster- It is, we hear, by 
Perry, author of the Hop-pickers, 


Surrey.—A new five act play has been ac- 
cepted by Messrs, Shepherd and Cresswick, 
and will be speedily produced. 


Mr. G. V. Brooke, appeared at the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh, on Monday last, in Othello, 
he was most cordially received. 


Mrs. Barrow late Miss Julia Bennett, 
was expected to make her first appearance at 
the Broadway Theatre. in New York, on 
the 13th of last month as Lady Teazle. Sul- 
livans new comedy, The Old Love and the New 
was to be produced for her second night, in 
which she would snstain the character per- 
sonated here by Mrs, Nisbett. 


Mr. Wittt1Am BrovuGH was matried on 
Thursday morning to Miss Annie Romer, of 
the Haymarket Theatre, and cousin to Mrs. 
Almond and Mrs. Mark Lemon, 


Mr. Macreapy’s FAREWELL BENEFIT.— 
The receipts amounted to upwards of £900, 


MEAsuRE For MEAsuRE.—“ John,” said a 
lovely young damsel to her inamorato, “ T really 
think you grow.” ‘ Mydearest,” exclaimed he, 
“TI am delighted beyond measure to hear I 
stand higher in your estimation.” 


A girl, forced by her parents into a disagree- 
able match with an old man whom she detested, 
when the clergyman asked if she consented to 
take the bridegroom for her husband, said, with 
great simplicity, ‘‘ Oh, dear me, sir, you are 
tha first person who asked my opinion about the 
matter.” 

An elderly lady, telling her age, remarked 
that she was born on the 22nd of April. Her 
husband, who was present, observed, “‘ I always 
thought you were born on the first of April.” 
‘People might well judge so,” responded the 
matron, “ in the choice I made of a husband.” 

INSCRIPTION ON JOHN KEMBLE. 
Here lies the greatest actor of his age— 
The well rob’d, wise reformer of the stage ! 
ON HIS SISTER, MRS, SIDDONS. 
Here Siddons lies within death’s narrow cell : 





the really gorgeous pantomime—all of which 


K on and off the stage she acted well. 

































388 


Tue Francont Troupe have concluded 
their engagement at the Amphitheatre, Liver- 
pool, which has been attended with success, 


Tue GeneRaL THEATRICAL FunD DINNER 
will take place on the Monday in Passion 
week, Mr. Charles Dickens will preside, 


Mr. Bensamre Wesster has_ purchased 
the whole of Mr. Macready’s theatrical ward- 
robe, 


Miss CATHERINE HAves proceeds to Ame- 
rica in the autumu of this year, 


DRAMATIC SQuABBLES.—Mr. NEALE the 
well known prompter at the Pavilion Theatre, 
has recently charged Mr. Nelson the clown 
of that establishment, with an assault com- 
mitted on the stage, and during the hours of 
performance. Some professional —bickerings 
it appears led to the disagreeable ecluiri.sement 
alluded to, viz. the introdnction of the parties 
in question to the presence of a “worthy 
magistrate.” The affair was not however of 
a very serious description, 


OniruarY.—We very much regret to have 
to announce the death of Mr. Edward Turnour, 
the well known actor and theatrical agent. 
This melancholy event took place on the 2ist, 
February. Mr. Turnour who was very 
much, and yery justly esteemed by a numerous 
circle of friends was in his 63rd year. 


A new five act play, from the pen of the 
translater of “Aischylus” in Bohn’s Classical 
Library, has been accepted by Mr. Anderson, 
and will be produced early in April. 


Henry Butier’s, MANAGERS CriRCULAR,— 
We have been favoured with a copy of the 
above, and on perusing it, greatly admired 
the principle of the system; it will prove a 
suurce for information much required by the 
actor and manager, particularly in the pro- 
vinees, and the author is highly commendable for 
the originality of his excelleat plan, 


Messrs. Harrison, Borrani, Corrie, and 
Louisa Pyne have succeeded Helen Faucit at 
the Theatie Royal, Liverpool, and have ap. 
peared in the ecurte operas, La Sonambula, 
&c. Anna 


The Bohemian Girl, Maritana, 


Thillon and Hadson will follow with their | 


eutertainments, 


Mr, BENJAMIN WessTER will shortly ap- 


pear as Sir John Falstaff, in The Merry 
Wives of Windsor. 


Miss Heten Favcit is at the Theatre 


Royal, Glasgow. She made her first appear-| 
ance on Monday Miss R. Isaacs is employed | 


atthe Princess’s. 


Simms Reeves took his departure for Paris 
on Wednesday inst. He will make his debut 
early im the ensuing week, and on the com- 
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pletion of his engagement in the French ca- 
pital will return to fulfil his duties at Her 
Majesty's Theatre, where he will make his 
appearance immediately after Easter. 


Mr. Cuartes Dance has’ a petite-comed 
at Drury Lane, called A “Morning Ci; 
will be produced mext week. A new five- 
act play is also in preparation. , 


THe Rovat IrauiaAn Opsra will not be 
opened until the 29th of this month. The 
Prodigal, by Auber, will be one of the earliest 
productions. 


A FRAGMENT. 


When all around shal] shun thee, 
And friends look see An thee— 
hen think of me. 


When thy husband shall neglect thee, 
And children cease to love thee— 
Then think of me. 


When thy beauty shall forsake thee, 
And age and misery assail thee— 
Then think of me. 





ADVERTISEMENTS... 








CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALL ROOM, the most spa- 
cious and the best ventilated in London, open 
every evening. The band, composed of leading 
members of the musiéal profession, will perforin 
a fantasia, by Marliani, Labitzsky’s Quadrille of 
all Nations, and Californian Galop, and the most 
popular dance music. Musical director, Mr. W. 
M. Packer. The cigar divan and galleries open 
as usual. Open at half-past seven, close at 
twelve. Admission 1s, 





GEORGE SLOANE, taken from Life.—The 
Hall of King’s magnificent picture gallery; the 
largest rooms in Europe, 243 ft. long, 48 wide ; 
the finest collection of costnmes ever exhibited ; 
160 models of historical characters, at a cost 
exceeding 40,000/. “This is one of the best 
sights in the metropolis.”—The Times. Admit- 
tance 1s.; Chamber of Horrors 6d, €xtra.— 
Open from eleven till five, and from seven. till 
ten. —MADAME TUSSAUD and SON’S Ex- 
hibition Bazaar, Baker-street. 
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